We are not aware that any striking peculiarity lias marked the diseases which have most prevailed since our last report. Scarlatina, measles, and hoopingcough still continue frequent, bnt are now less severe than they were during the month of April, We have seen one case of scarlatina, the progress and symptoms of which were somewhat unusual, and in which also the patient recovered under circumstances which seemed to justify an unfavorable prognosis.
and it was concluded from the symptoms that effusion had taken place into the ventricles of the brain, and a guardedly unfavorable prognosis was given. A well-defined phlegmonous abscess had in the mean time formed nearly over the thyroid cartilage, which was opened on the fifth day from the first appearance of the external inflammation, and about four ounces of well-conditioned pus was discharged. From this time the symptoms of cerebral oppression gradually subsided, and the patient slowly recovered. The treatment adopted upon the first appearance of the comatose symptoms consisted of active purgatives, cold evaporating lotions constantly applied to the shaven scalp, a blister between the shoulders, and pills of squill, digitalis, and calomel. The general condition of the patient appeared to contraindicate the abstraction of blood.
In all cases of a similar kind which terminate favorably, it is impossible to determine positively that effusion had taken place in the ventricles of the brain. In the above instance the presumption is certainly strong in favor of such a supposition, both from the symptoms of cerebral oppression and the general anasarca which existed. We will not venture to assert that the cessation of the symptoms of cerebral affection depended upon the discharge of the matter from the abscess in the throat. The coincidence was, however, rer markable. Much diversity of opinion has existed as to the. causes which especially favor the occurrence of anasarca after scarlatina. We believe it is universally admitted that it is usually the sequel of mild cases of the disease. In the case above related, there can be no doubt that exposure to cold was the exciting cause of the dropsical effusion, and, as far as our own observation goes, this is generally the case. The fact is undeniable that dropsy more frequently succeeds to scarlatina in rold than in hot or temperate climates, and in winter more often than at other seasons.
Distribution of Prizes at the London University. Saturday, May 23d.
The Marquis of Lansdowne in the chair.
An adjudication of prizes and certificates of honour took place in acknowledgment of talent and industry in the various branches of medical science. Every precaution had been adopted to secure the utmost impartiality in the distribution of the prizes to the young candidates. The honours and prizes were awarded by the result of answeis in writing to prepared questions. A series of questions for ilie students of each professor was printed, of which a copy was delivered lo the student after he came into the examination-room.
The answers were written in the examination-room, and subsequently col. lected at one time-No book whatever was allowed to be brought into the room.
The paper containing the answers was signed with a mark or motto, and the name of the student using it enclosed in a sealed envelope, inscribed with the mark or motto, was left with the warden, to be opened upon the day of the distribution of the prizes. In each class a gold medal and two silver medals were given, and certificates of honoijrs to all who had attained a certain amount of excellence in their replies to the various questions. Upon the present occasion, the professors in succession read the motto affixed to the paper of answers which had been deemed the most meritorious, and to which consequently the gold medal had been awarded. The quantity of Rain fallen in the month of April, was 3 inches and 79-100ths.
